
 
A Survey of English Literature (I) 

Instructor: S. M. Mousavi 

E-mail: mousavismehdi@semnan.ac.ir  

I Introduction 

II Old English 

Beowulf  

III Middle English (Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries) 

Geoffrey Chaucer: “The General Prologue”, “The Knight’s Tale”, “The Miller’s 

Tale”, “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”, “The Pardoner’s Tale” 

IV The Sixteenth Century (Renaissance)  

Petrarch, Montaigne  

Cassirer, The Individual and the Cosmos in Renaissance Philosophy 

V The Sonnet: Wyatt, Sidney, Spenser, Shakespeare 

VI Spenser: The Faeri Queen 

VII Elizabethan Drama 

Christopher Marlowe: Dr. Faustus 

VIII William Shakespeare: Hamlet 

IX The English Bible  

John Bunyan: Pilgrim’s Progress 

X Midterm Exam 

XI The Seventeenth Century 

John Donne, George Herbert 

XII John Milton: “Lycidas”, Paradise Lost 

XIII The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century 

Cassirer, The Philosophy of the Enlightenment 

David Hume 

XIV Samuel Johnson 

Thomas Gray 

Grading: Assignments (50%), Exams (50%), Class participation (±3) 

Required texts: The Norton Anthology of English Literature 

                            Carter & McRae, The Routledge History of Literature in English 


